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Reasons why Egypt is not a friend of Palestine Part 1 — 
the economic trap — Vanessa Beeley in Damascus 
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Our path to Palestine will not be covered with a red carpet or with yellow sand. Our path 7 
to Palestine will be covered with blood... In order that we may liberate Palestine, the 
Arab nation must unite, the Arab armies must unite, and a unified plan of action must be 
established. Gamal Abdul Nasser 1965 
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Kissinger astutely perceived Sadat as someone who could be persuaded to capitulate to 
Israeli ‘peace’ demands which he did in 1979 with the Camp David agreement. 


Camp David was considered a betrayal of the Palestinian Resistance liberation 
movement and of the legitimate claims of neighbouring states to their land and 
sovereignty. 


In May 2000 Kissinger wrote about Sadat: 


He did me the honor of inviting me to fly with him to New York from 
Washington—we had concluded his trip. And he said to me, “you know, next 
March the Sinai is coming back to us. It’s going to be a big celebration. And since 
you and I started this, you should come to Egypt and celebrate with us.” 


Then he thought for a moment and he said “no, you're Jewish. It is very painful 
for the Israelis to give up this territory. And if they see you in Cairo celebrating 
with us, they'll be very hurt and we mustn't do this to them. I have a better idea,” 
he said. “Let the territory come back. And then, a month later, you and I alone 
will take a trip through the Sinai and we'll go to the top of Mt. Sinai where I 
intend to build a synagogue, a mosque, and a church. And this will be a more 
meaningful celebration of the peace process than if you come to Cairo.” 


In 1973 Kissinger and President Hafez Al Assad met — the first high level meeting 
between the US and Syria for years. After Kissinger had been speaking for just under 
and hour, Assad interrupted him and asked if it was his turn to speak. 


As a professor you have spoken for fifty minutes. The President was an officer 
and officers are brief. As a military man, I take the place of politicians; 
professors take the place of politicians. 


Assad continued: 


First, we are not or never have been against the people of the United States. I 
have said this many times and in many places. There is much convincing 
evidence that we have to be against U.S. policy because it is against Syrian 
interests and Syrian just aspirations. Had it not been for U.S. assistance in 
support of Israel, Israel could not remain in occupation and forced out the 
Palestinians from their lands since 1948 but we are not against the United States 
as a country or a people. 


Secondly, our policy is decided in light of our national interests. We want to 
build our line in a completely independent way. Syria is non-aligned. It is an 
effective member of the non-aligned group and a member of the Bureau. It 
cannot be diverted, because it has deep convictions. 


El. 


..there can be no peace with justice unless the Arab Palestinian question is 
settled. The Arab people of Palestine were driven out by force and are now living 
in camps. How can there be peace without settling their problem? 


On the Zionist occupation of Syrian Golan, Assad said: 


If we are to suppose there are such secure borders, history shows we are in the 
need of secure borders if anyone. Why should secure borders be at the expense of 
Syria? Let secure borders be at Galilee if anywhere. Under what logic should 
secure borders be at the expense of the population of Golan? Why should the line 
of danger be closer to Damascus than Tel Aviv? The distance from the ‘67 border 
to Damascus is 80 kilometers; the distance from the ‘67 border to Tel Aviv is 135 
kilometers. So why should they want secure borders? If the idea behind it is to 
keep danger away from both capitals, why not? 


Syria and Egypt depend upon unity for their national security. Presidents Nasser and 
Hafez Al Assad understood this concept. It is no coincidence that Britain created the 
settler state of Israel in Palestine to drive these two countries apart geographically, 
politically, economically and ultimately ideologically. 


My dream was realised in the Orient as it almost turned into a nightmare in the Occident. 


| have spent the best years of my life in Egypt. In Europe the clouds do not allow you to 
think of the projects that change the course of history whereas in Egypt, whoever rules it 
is capable of changing history. If | were not ruler of Egypt, | would not have become 
Emperor of France. (Attributed to Napoleon Bonaparte) 


Fast forward to 2024 and Egypt's state-role in the humanitarian blockade and Zionist 
genocide of Palestinians in Gaza and the occupied territories. 


| have collated the following reasons why and how Egypt has relinquished its role as a 
principal loyalist to the Palestinian national liberation movements. 


1: Egypt is on economic life-support provided 
by the US, EU, IMF, Saudi Arabia and UAE 
and is reliant on good relations with Israel 
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For decades Egypt has been kept afloat economically with multi-billion loans from the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) and US allies among the Gulf States. 


At the end of March 2024 the IMF approved Egypt’s loan program which was duly 
expanded to $ 8 billion. Concurrently the EU has approved a Euros 7.4 billion 
“assistance” package to revive Egypt's flatlined economy. Analysts have linked Egypt’s 
loan packages to the Zionist ongoing genocide in Palestine. 


Egypt is adamant that they are opposed to a Palestinian exodus from Gaza into the 
Sinai but IMF messaging suggests otherwise: 


The International Monetary Fund (IMF) says there is “excellent progress” in 
talks with Egypt over a loan program that seeks to “support” the country 
in weathering its financial woes and handling a potential deluge of 
Palestinian refugees that Israel seeks to ethnically cleanse from 
Gaza. 


Reports of Egypt constructing an enclosure for Palestinian refugees have been 
circulating since October 7th, gathering traction in February 2024when satellite images 
showed an area of land just the other side of the Egyptian Rafah crossing being cleared 
for construction. Egypt denied any such intentions, claiming that they were preparing an 
area for the storage of humanitarian aid — aid that has not entered Gaza since 7th 
October. 


However according to IMF Managing Director Kristalina Georgieva in November 2023: 


“The loan could reach up to $10 billion to help the Egyptian economy survive 
amid local and external factors, including the Israeli onslaught on the 
neighboring Gaza Strip and tensions in the Red Sea... 


This coincided with the start of construction work on an “isolated 
security zone” in the eastern Sinai Desert on the border with the 
Gaza Strip, which many expect will serve as a buffer zone for 
displaced Palestinians. 


“The construction work seen in Sinai along the border with Gaza — the 
establishment of a reinforced security perimeter around a specific, open area of 
land — are serious signs that Egypt may be preparing to accept and 
allow the displacement of Gazans to Sinai, in coordination with 
Israel and the United States.” 


In October 2023 — as Israel’s brutal military assault on Gaza continued unabated, reports 


continued to swirl about a big Egyptian trade-off in the works: the absorption of large 
numbers of displaced Palestinians from the Strip in exchange for easing Cairo’s massive 
debt load — which surpasses $160 billion. 


Since these rumours of Egypt providing a secondary open air compound for forcibly 
displaced Palestinians, there have been recent reports of the US “humanitarian” pier 
being used to ferry Palestinian from Gaza to northern Lebanon, Cyprus and other 
destinations. Sources within the Resistance in Gaza told Mondoweiss: 


“The floating pier project is an American solution to the displacement dilemma in Gaza,” 
the source said. “It goes beyond both the Israeli solution of displacing Gazans into 
Sinai...and the Egyptian suggestion of displacing [Gazans] into the Naqab [desert].” 


This should not detract from Egypt being mired in debt to the friends of Israel and 
enemies of Palestine nor from its role in blockading Gaza and tacitly collaborating with 
Israel in the collective punishment of the Palestinian people. 


In March the European Union also pledged 7.4 billion Euros to the economically 
floundering Egyptian regime. Italian Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni travelled to Cairo 
alongside EU Commission President Ursula von der Leyen, the Greek, Austrian and 
Belgian prime ministers, and the Cypriot president. All these countries have a vested 
interest in getting someone else to take on the potential tsunami of a Palestinian refugee 
crisis. 


Ostensibly the investment and concessional loans are designed to boost cooperation in 
areas including renewable energy, trade and security, while delivering grants, loans and 
other funding over the next three years to support Egypt's faltering economy. 


The proposed funding includes 5 billion euros in concessional loans and 1.8 
billion euros of investments, according to a summary published by the EU. 
Another 600 million euros would be provided in grants, including 200 million 
euros for managing migration. (Reuters) 


The United Arab Emirates, a former British protectorate, normalised relations with Israel 
in 2020 under the Abraham Accords concocted by the Trump administration to bring 
Arab states into the Greater Israel/Clean Break plan. 
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In early May, Egypt received the second installment of funding, worth $ 20 billion, from Recorded in Milton Keynes UK - Sunday 26th 
the Ras Al Hekma deal with the UAE intended to develop the luxury Ras Al Hekma May 2024 Click here for more info 
resort on the Mediterranean Sea. 


Cairo had already received $ 5 billion from the UAE deal. 


Egypt is also looking to close a similar deal with Saudi Arabian investors to enable elite 
coastal developments on the Red Sea coast near Sharm EI Sheikh, including the Ras 
Ghamila resort. This is in combination with the Saudi futuristic Neom project that is 
seeking to expand into the Egyptian Sinai. 
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In 2018 — Saudi Arabia signed an investment agreement with Egypt to develop Egyptian 

lands in south Sinai to become part of a planned mega-city and business zone unveiled 

by Saudi Arabia last October. The two countries established a $ 10 billion joint How to Watch To watch please click on any 

investment fund. video and purchase a ticket. Once you have 
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automatic email confirmation with your 


Reuters reported a Saudi official as saying that Egypt has committed more than password details. You have unlimited viewings 
1,000 square kilometers of land in the southern Sinai Peninsula to the NEOM for the duration of your ticket. Important: 
project. Please check your spam folder after your 
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Saudi Arabia is in negotiations with the US over bilateral defence pacts while allegedly a help page. 


delaying normalisation with Israel dependent on the establishment of a Palestinian state 
on the scraps of land and rubble left intact in the ever-dwindling Palestinian zones in the 
Occupied Territories and Gaza. 


ATOM FEED 


Concurrently the Saudi regime is cracking down on pro-Palestine protests in the 
‘kingdom’ and has allegedly begun removing negative portrayal of Israel from its school 
curriculum, as has the UAE. 


In October 2023 journalist Mohamad Hasan Sweidan noted: 


It seems clear that Riyadh decided, from the beginning of the Gaza war, to 
prepare the internal environment for the post-Gaza phase, that is, the phase of 
normalization and settlement. Saudi Arabia insisted on not postponing any 
festival or celebration, prevented participating artists from showing sympathy 
for the Palestinians, punished those who sympathized with the martyrs of Gaza 
from a Saudi platform, and even banned the wearing of the Palestinian Kufiyyeh 
at Mawsim al-Riyadh, a state-funded annual festival. 


Bahrain has been actively investing in Egypt, driven by a mutual need for economic 
cooperation and diversification. The country has been seeking to revive its fortunes 
through a recently discovered oilfield and plans to become a regional financial hub. 
Bahrain normalised with Israel in December 2020. 


UAE and Bahrain were involved in providing a land bridge for Israel during the Zionist 
genocide in Gaza and West Bank and to counter the Yemeni blockade of the Red Sea 
shipping routes. 


Egypt leveraged the perceived threat of an overwhelming refugee crisis as a result of the 

Zionist genocide to secure the IMF and EU loans and to float the faltering economy. 

Egypt is now in bed with Gulf States, Jordan and even Israel at the expense of the 

Palestinian cause — Egypt’s impotence has been further demonstrated by the lack of any 

military deterrence when faced with the Zionist invasion of Rafah and the shooting of an 

Egyptian soldier at the border. S 


Journalist Mohamad Sweidan points out: 


Closing the file on the Palestinian cause and forging ties with Tel Aviv is an 
ambition the Saudis share with the UAE in pursuit of economic and political 
gains. Despite official Arab declarations rebuffing displacement plans, behind- 
the-scenes maneuvers suggest a different reality, one that veers towards the 
gradual dissolution of the Palestinian cause. 


Egypt’s sovereignty is in question when one considers the following information: 


Riyadh’s sudden eagerness to bolster economic ties with Cairo is palpable. With 
unprecedented directives from both governments, mutual investments are set to 
soar, with Saudi Arabia aiming to ramp up trade to $100 billion. 


Recent collaborations include a $4 billion deal with Saudi-listed ACWA Power 
for the Green Hydrogen project. Moreover, strategic initiatives like the 
memorandum of understanding between the Egyptian Ministry of Military 
Production and the Saudi General Authority for Military Industries and 
agreements in petroleum and mineral resources signal deepening economic 
integration. 


Ongoing negotiations between Cairo and Abu Dhabi to develop a substantial 
tract of land along Egypt’s Mediterranean coast, potentially valued at $22 
billion, could be a game-changer for Egypt’s beleaguered economy. 


According to the CBE report, the proposed contract’s value encompasses a 
significant portion of the Egyptian government's external debt due in 2024, 
totaling $29.229 billion. This includes interest payments totaling $6.312 billion 
and debt installments amounting to $22.917 billion. 


History repeats itself — in 1991, Washington forgave Egypt's debt in return for its support 
of the US-led coalition against Iraq. 


Only the NATO-proxy failed state of Ukraine has a debt higher than Egypt’s national 
debt. Let that sink in. 


Egypt is not an honest broker in the Hamas-lsrael peace deals. The fate of Palestinians 
is in the hands of nations that have already acquiesced to recognition and approval of 
the Zionist entity. Egypt is indebted to every single one of those countries and to their 
controlling interests in the UK, EU and US. Extrication from such a position is virtually 
impossible. 


In part 2 | will look at Egypt’s covert cooperation and collaboration with Israel via non- 
state actors with close ties to the Sisi regime. | will also cover the decades-long Egyptian 
blockade of Gaza and the treatment of Palestinians in the enclave by Egyptian security 
forces — something | have personally witnessed when trying to cross into Gaza via the 
Rafah border crossing. 
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